PA GUARD UNIT TO RECEIVE DEPLOYMENT EXCELLENCE AWARD
 
FORT INDIANTOWN GAP (May 6) – The 1067th Transportation Company of Phoenixville, Pa., will receive a 2004 National Deployment Excellence Award June 22, for their efficient and expedient troop mobilization efforts as part of Operation Enduring Freedom.  An awards ceremony will be held at the Hilton Alexandria Mark Hotel in Alexandria, Va., where two representatives from the unit will attend dinner and accept the award.
 

Deployment Excellence Awards are given by the Deployment Process Modernization Office.  DPMO evaluates units and installations that deploy soldiers or support deployments.  The assessment period for this year was from Dec. 1, 2002 to Nov. 30, 2003.  Active duty, Reserve, and National Guard units are all evaluated as different categories.   Within each category, there are five subcategories: large units (battalion and above), small units (company and below), supporting units, installations, and operational deployments.  

 
The 1067th Transportation Company received first place in the “supporting unit category.”   Their exemplary deployment performance placed them above any other National Guard supporting unit in the country.  
 
“I am so proud to be from Pennsylvania and work with such great soldiers,” said Pennsylvania’s Adjutant General, Maj. Gen. Jessica L. Wright.  “These Guardsmen and women never fail to complete their mission with diligence and professionalism.  They are to be commended.”
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Three Cheers for the 2125th Garrison Support Unit
 
By Sgt. 1st Class Darrel Camble
2125th Garrison Support Unit
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            The 2125th Garrison Support Unit has received two Army awards recognizing the hard work and combined efforts of its Soldiers during its mobilization at Fort Bragg.
 
Presentation of the Army Superior Unit Award will be at 10 a.m. June 10 at Pope Theater. The Army Chief of Staff’s Deployment Excellence Award in the Supporting Unit Category will be presented in Virginia on June 22.
 

The ASUA is awarded during peacetime, conflict or war, and recognizes outstanding meritorious service under extraordinary circumstances. The receiving units must display such outstanding devotion and superior performance of exceptionally difficult tasks as to set it apart from and above other units with similar missions.
 

The DEA recognizes deploying units, supporting units, and installations for outstanding mission accomplishments and for innovation that improved the mobilization and demobilization process.
 

“The DEA Supporting Unit Award is earned not won,” said Lt. Col. Mike Thomas, 2125th GSU acting deputy commander. “It is not like an Army Achievement Medal or Army Commendation Medal that is normally awarded to individual soldiers. This award reinforces the concept of ‘An Army of One.’ As one team, we, the 2125th GSU, earned this award through extreme sacrifice, patient, cooperation, and professionalism.” 
 
The awards are being presented to the 2125th GSU for its work in such areas as mobilization and demobilization operations, Arrival/Departure Airfield Control Group operations, Web site development, and base transportation. 
 
Since mobilizing in 2001, the 2125th GSU has processed more than 37,000 Army Reserve and National Guard Soldiers at Fort Bragg, with personal baggage weighing more than 7 million pounds. The A/DACG and Port Support Activities sections tracked and shipped more than 40,000 pieces of equipment valued at more than $1 billion during deployment and redeployment activities at Pope Air Force Base, and the ports of Wilmington, N.C.; Charleston, S.C.; and Jacksonville, Fla. 
 
The award-winning Web site offer units up-to-date and useful information and links that are used in garrison and deployed operations. 
 
The unit’s drivers provided a new dimension to the 2125th GSU mission at Bragg. These Soldiers provide a reliable post transportation system that is not only used by 2125th GSU soldiers but by other Soldiers on post.
 
“As ‘Reservists,’ we have met or surpassed the performance standards of the 18th Airborne Corps, Department of the Army, and the Department of Defense, said Lt. Col. Brian J. Tenney, 2125th GSU commander. “I am very delighted we received these awards. More so, I am proud and honored of the award-winning, gallant family known as the 2125th Garrison Support Unit.”
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2004 Deployment Excellence Award Winner 
For the second year in a row, Fort Hood has been recognized for its deployment excellence. In 2003, we had two winners: (1) Fort Hood in the Installation Category for the deployment of the 4th Infantry Division (2) 43d Military Police Detachment in the Small Unit Category. The winner in 2004 is the 2nd Battalion, 227th Aviation Regiment, 1st Cavalry Division in the Operational Deployment Award – Large Unit Category. 

Congratulations to the 1st Cavalry Division and to the Garrison activities that supported this deployment. Because of your continued dedication and teamwork, the 2/227 Avn Reg successfully deployed. 

A special THANK YOU to all Garrison organizations that provided support to this unit and to all our deploying/redeploying units. (PAIO, 618-7359) 
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Deployment Excellence Competition

By Billy E. Birdwell
National Guard Bureau 

ARLINGTON, Va. – Army National Guard units can compete for an Army deployment award. 

Army National Guard units which deploy for any contingency or support deploying units can compete for the Army's Deployment Excellence Award, according to Army National Guard officials.

The program, now in its third year, recognizes units of various sizes for outstanding mission accomplishments, which meet or exceed established deployment standards, according to its stated mission.

Army Guard units have nothing to lose and lots of recognition to gain by entering the competition, according to Henry Johnson of Fort Eustis, the program manager for the Deployment Excellence Award.

This Army-level award is open to most units or installations that deployed or supported a deployment during the competition year which runs April 2002 through March 2003. 

The competition covers four categories: large and small deploying units, supporting unit and installation. The winners receive special plaques presented by the Army chief of staff plus two members of the winning units receive funded trips to the Pentagon award ceremony.

"Our biggest concern is that there are units out there doing a good job [deploying or supporting deployments] that aren't being recognized" for their efforts, Johnson said. Units need not wait for another level of command to nominate them. The competition is through self-nomination, he explained.

"We recommend units go on-line and down load the checklists. As a unit deploys they can go down the checklist to prepare for the award as they deploy," he said.

Units and installations competing for the DEA are evaluated on their ability to plan and execute a deployment or deployment support mission. Units and installations are only permitted to compete for the award based on a single deployment or deployment support event the unit or installation participated in during the award competition year. This event has to be identified by the unit or installation as the basis for the award in the Unit Deployment Profile nomination packet submitted by each competing unit

Details on the competition, eligibility, self-nomination procedures and checklists are available at the Deployment Excellence Award website, or by contacting Mr. Henry Johnson, program manager (Commercial) 757-878-1833 (DSN) 826-1833 or Ms. Val Hladky, board secretariat (Commercial) 757-878-1983 (DSN) 826-1983 (FAX) 757- 878-1834.

	

	


	


January 2003 troop send-off lands prize 

Fort Bliss: Deployment excellence award
Laura Cruz
El Paso Times 
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	Times file photo 
Fort Bliss soldiers and an Air Force air crew load a Humvee and trailer onto a U.S. Air Force C-17A Globemaster III cargo plane at the Fort Bliss Rapid Deployment Facility at Biggs Army Airfield in this file photo. 
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	Victor Calzada / El Paso Times 
Staff Sgt. Gerald Osteen, left, Enrique Nater, center, and Rick Roy were presented the Deployment Excellence Award at Biggs Army Airfield. 

	




Loading and processing Iraq-bound soldiers and their equipment is "just part of the job" for Staff Sgt. Gerald Osteen and his staff of 19 reserve soldiers, so when Fort Bliss was awarded the Chief of Staff of the Army's Deployment Excellence Award, he was surprised. 

"It was a great honor, and it brings a lot of pride," said Osteen, who is a reservist with the 5035th Garrison Support Unit. 

Fort Bliss competed against 11 other Army deployment installations and last month was given the top prize for meeting or exceeding deployment standards. 

Rick Roy, installation traffic manager at Biggs Army Airfield, said the installation won the award because of combined efforts between the military, the military contractor Raytheon and the federal government. The example the installation used to win the award was the January 2003 deployment of the 1-7th Air Defense Artillery Brigade in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

"It was one of the single largest air deployments in military history," Roy said. "We managed to process and load more than 38 military aircraft and over 112 rail carts with equipment within a 96-hour period." 

During the same time, the installation deployed about 400 1-7th ADA soldiers. Roy said one of the hurdles the deployment facility overcame was having to deal with dispersed railroad loading areas. 

"There were nine locations spread out between Biggs and Fort Bliss. We didn't have the new rail-loading facility, so that presented a big challenge," he said. "Our greatest strength was in the area of loading C-5 and C-17 aircraft with the soldiers' equipment." 

The air deployment facility is one of several completed construction projects that were part of a $74 million effort to help improve Fort Bliss' deployment capability. 

"The fact that the installation can perform well with many different entities will prove we can do the same in the future," said Enrique Nater, Raytheon's chief of unit movement branch. 

Roy said the installation to date has deployed about 21,000 soldiers, contractors and government employees. 

"This award reflects well on what the installation's capabilities are," he said. "We have an infrastructure that is able to deploy a force of probably any size to anywhere they need to go on time." 

More Next Page
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Congressman Nick Lampson

Ninth Congressional Distrit Texas




Port of Beaumont and 842d Honored in Congress for Protecting America

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Tuesday, June 22, 2004

PRESS CONTACT:
Bobby Zafarnia, (202) 225-6565

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Today Congressman Nick Lampson (D-TX) attended a ceremony honoring the Port of Beaumont and the 842d Transportation Battalion headquartered at the Port with the U.S. Army’s Deployment Excellence award. The award recognized their global excellence in facilitating the deployment of troops and materials to help American forces in Iraq.

“It was such an honor to be with folks from the Port of Beaumont and the 842d as they were honored for being the best in the world in supporting military operations,” said Congressman Lampson. “I know all Texans are grateful for their service and sacrifice in today’s difficult times, and that southeast Texas is a safer place because of their hard work and dedication.”

Today’s ceremony was a historic occasion as it marks the first time that both a port and a military detachment at that port both received the Army’s highest awards for excellence in deployment. The Port and the 842d are important to southeast Texas as they comprise a strategic military site where cargo is shipped on rail from Fort Hood to Beaumont, and then sent to Iraq. Also, as part of the larger homeland security apparatus, the Port and the 842d received today’s award despite limited federal funds available for their entire missions. In July Congressman Lampson will participate in a homeland security fly-over of waterways and ports in southeast Texas to examine further how area ports and military defend threats to our nation’s safety and economy.

“In a climate of limited resources and tight budget constraints, the Port and the 842d have truly shown the ingenuity that comes from a dedicated and talented group of individuals working together towards a common goal,” added Congressman Lampson. “I applaud their efforts, and will continue to fight for increased port security and military funding while I’m in Congress, so that we can continue protecting our ports and our great nation.”
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	Eric Vasquez
By 
Aug 1, 2004, 02:22 am
	


CARLSBAD -- Soldiers, contractors and government employees of the Fort Bliss Departure/Arrival Airfield Control Group received the Chief of Staff of the Army Deployment Excellence Award in the Supporting Installation Category at Hilton Alexandria Mark Center near Washington on June 22. 
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	Vasquez


Sgt. Eric Anthony Vasquez of Carlsbad is among members of the 5035th Garrison Support Unit, which received the award.

Col. Bryon E. Greenwald, Garrison commander, and Rick Roy, the installation traffic manager at the DAACG, accepted the award for the team. And although among the 11 other competitors the team received runner-up, Roy is proud of his co-workers.

The staff won the award on the basis of the team deploying the 1st Battalion, 7th Air Defense Artillery Regiment (Task Force Viper) during January 2003 in which 38 C5s and C17s and more than 100 railcars loaded with equipment, deployed within 96 hours in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.

“Fort Bliss made history deploying an air defense unit of that size,” said Roy. “We established something new in the history books. To do that was certainly a big task.”

According to competition guidelines, “The objectives of the 
Deployment Excellence Award are to recognize units and installations for outstanding deployment accomplishments which meet or exceed established deployment standards, and to capture and share innovative deployment initiatives which have improved the deployment process.”

“It’s really not a shabby award to win, especially when you’re up against divisions,” Roy said.

“I’ve run deployments for over 20 years. As a team, it makes you feel good that you could work that well as a team and put aside differences. It’s a very proud moment when you can receive an award of this magnitude. You know there’s nothing out there you can’t do.”

Vasquez is a 2000 Loving High School graduate stationed at Fort Bliss, Texas.

He and his wife, Beatrice S. Vasquez, have two sons, Eric Jr. and Elijah. 

