Brigadier General and Mrs. Mortensen, Brigadier General and Mrs. Parker, Colonel and Mrs. Race, MAJ Holtan and the United States Continental Army Band, soldiers, families and friends of the 8th Transportation Brigade.  Thank you for being here today to show your respect to the Breithaupts and to the great soldiers of the Without Parallel Brigade.  General Mortensen, I appreciate this opportunity to touch and influence the future of Army Transporters and Army Aviation maintainers.  Barb and I are proud to join the Fort Eustis community of families and be on your command team.   Art and Jackie Breithaupt, your patience and assistance made this transition painless.  You’ve served the 8th Brigade soldiers and families well and you’ll certainly be a tough act to follow.  We wish you God speed and good luck.  Thanks to our family and good friends for juggling busy schedules to share this special moment with us, especially you guys who traveled from Georgia and the Carolinas.  

Mom, I wish you were here.  I know you’re watching from heaven and nodding with approval.  I really miss you.   

To the 8th Brigade team of professional soldiers and civilians, the Sharpes are thrilled to be here and have this opportunity to serve.  As we embark on our new journey together, resource constraints will continue to impact the way we conduct our training mission and present us with many unique challenges.  Peyton Jordan, 82 years young, and Master World Record Holder in the 100-meter dash once commented, “We must use our dreams to keep ourselves in motion and make great things happen.”  For the brigade to successfully combat new challenges and continue to make great things happen, we must be a team of supporting teams, built around confident, disciplined and competent professionals, who train hard to published standards, who espouse the Army values, and who thoughtfully balance mission, families and fun.  Let me close by paraphrasing a comment by the late Cardinal Richard James Cushing.  “It is time for sleeping heads to wake up, for disgruntled folks to cheer up, for lukewarm leaders to get fired up, and for proud soldiers to stand up together, because the 8th Brigade is about to embark on a renewal Without Parallel”.

