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1. Purpose.
This regulation sets forth responsibilities for the prevention of acci-
dents to persons engaged in water activities.

2. Applicability.
This regulation applies to the Active Army, the US Army Reserve,
and the Army National Guard.

3. References.
a. DA Pam 385-6, Safety in Recreational Water Activities.
b. TB Med 163, Sanitary Control of Army Swimming Pools and
Swimming Areas.
c. FM 21-20, Physical Readiness Training.
d. Federal Boat Safety Act, Title 46, USC 1451-1489.
e. 46 CFR 160, Lifesaving Equipment.

4. Explanation of terms.

a. Water recreational activitiesActivities such as boating, surf-
ing, water skiing, scuba diving, fishing, wading, swimming, snorkel-
ing, and sailing.

b. Water operationsTactical water crossings by vehicle, boat,
pontoon bridges, rafts, and foot, and overwater operations.

c. Bodies of waterAll streams, rivers, lakes, oceans, ponds, and

(3) Enforce rules against using unauthorized water facilities.

(4) Provide sufficient lifesaving equipment, communication
equipment, first aid facilities, protective devices, and other equip-
ment as shown in TB Med 163. Such services are provided at
Army—controlled water recreational and operations areas.

(5) Ensure that Red Cross certified or equivalent lifequards will
be on duty at Army water recreational areas at all times during
hours of operation.

(6) Publish data on the Annual National Safe Boating Week.
Obtain information from the Secretary, National Safe Boating Coun-
cil, Inc., c/o US Coast Guard G-BA 2100 2d Street SW, WASH DC
20590.

swimming pools that may be used for water operations and water

recreational activities.

5. Responsibilities.
a. All commanders will—

(1) Establish policies and procedures for preventing water—related

accidents within their commands.

(2) Issue standing operating procedures for water operations and

recreational activities. Include need for inspection of marine equip-

ment and facilities to comply with US Coast Guard and local

requirements.

(3) Assure that all water recreational and operations facilities and

equipment under their control comply with safety and health re-

quirements. (See references in paragraph 3 for requirements.) Army

boats and lifesaving equipment must comply with U.S. Coast Guard

and State or host country requirements.

(4) Assure that water recreational activities they sponsor or con-

trol are supervised adequately.
(5) When possible, provide swimming instruction and water sur-

vival training for persons who engage in water recreational

activities.

(6) Publicize approved and off-limit areas for water operations
and recreational activities within their geographical areas.

(7) Inform personnel of the hazards of swimming alone, in cold
water, after drinking, during hours of darkness, or in unauthorized
areas.

(8) Provide water safety briefings before the start of any water
operations and the swimming season.

(9) Train persons involved in water operations on accident pre-
vention measures. References in paragrapth®ughc should be

used. Stress procedures for ensuring the serviceability of personal

flotation devices before use.

(20) Identify military nonswimmers within their commands. Pro-
vide swimming instruction or water survival training for persons
who will be involved in water operations. See FM 21-20 for de-
tailed guidance.

(11) Assure prompt investigation and reporting of water related
accidents. Apply lessons learned.

(12) Ensure that equipment used for water crossing operations is

pre—dipped to detect water leakage.

b. Installation commanders will perform the following within

their areas of jurisdiction:

(1) Designate approved and off-limit areas for water recreational
activities and water operations.

(2) Provide for inspection of water recreational and operations

facilities, equipment, and adjacent areas on Army owned or leased
properties. Such inspection will assure that safety and health re-

quirements are met.
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