ARMY VALUES 
HONOR AT WEST POINT


Honor is a bedrock value.  It serves as a foundation and springboard for all other values. Honor goes far beyond just telling the truth.  Honor means being honest with yourself and others.  It means seeking the truth in all situations, even when it hurts.  Soldiers must possess a strong sense of honor.  Honor builds trust and personal growth.  Honorable living is not something to simply comply with; it is something that must be internalized.

     
My first day at West Point I was ordered to sign a contract stating that during my four years I would not lie, cheat, steal, or tolerate those who did.  Frankly, this made me nervous.  I was not nervous about the cheating or stealing, but I was concerned a bit with the lying part and very concerned with the toleration clause.  I imagined it might be hard to tell nothing but the whole truth, 24 hours a day, for the next four years.  I also feared being put in the situation where I might have to turn someone in for violating the honor code.  In the first few hours I had learned that cohesion and loyalty to my classmates was paramount. I saw a conflict between loyalty to my comrades and loyalty to the honor code.  I was unsure about the whole situation, but understood one thing, I must comply with the code, or my days as a cadet would be numbered.

   
Little did I know that most of my classmates felt the same way.  The goal of the honor program was to foster compliance at first, internalization later.  Over four years I came to understand the importance of the honor code.  My fear was replaced with confidence.  I faced situations where I chose the harder right over the easier wrong because I knew that loyalty to honor was paramount.  By upholding the strict standards of the honor code, I was being loyal to both my friends and the Army.  I no longer saw the "no lying, cheating or stealing" policy as a finite period of four years to endure, but as a lifestyle.  Living honorable became a way of life.  No one is perfect.  Honorable living is an ideal to strive for.  We will all fall short at different times in our lives.  The trust soldiers have for one another stems from honor.  It is essential in peacetime and crucial in war.                                                       










  2LT SCANLON

TOBC 4-98

71ST


 TRANSPORTATION


BATTALION





























Loyalty


Duty


Respect


Selfless Service


Honor 


Integrity       Personal Courage
































