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Oath Of Office








       	As I sit and look at a copy of my Oath of Office, the word duty pops out at me.    I can't help but believe that when some soldiers were sworn into the Army they did not take to heart the words of the oath. Yes, I believe there are soldiers who do not abide by the duty that was prescribed to them.  The term duty means the act of performing an obligation to a set standard.  Performing this standard is simply doing the tasks assigned or required of a person on a day-to-day basis, or mission by mission basis.  Since the duty of each soldier has been set forth and required in the oath, the Army tends to train soldiers to exceed the set standards.  This is simply going above and beyond the call of duty.  An example of duty required by oath is showing up to work each and every day on time, in the proper uniform, and prepared to start work when the duty day begins.   On the other hand, exceeding this standard would entail showing up to work early and having already started work before the duty day starts.  Most merits and awards that are awarded to soldiers in the military generally require the recipient to exceed the standard and perform a task to the highest degree.  No one should try to exceed the standard just to receive an award or recognition.  Soldiers should have the utmost sense of duty to go beyond what is asked not only for themselves, but also for the people who serve around them.  By doing this, the team concept is enforced and cohesion can be kept strong.  If everyone pulls his or her own weight, and is willing to help others perform their task, this can be accomplished.





By 2LT Arnold
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