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Personal Courage 





 


The Army is constantly changing.   Advances in technology demand new standards and knowledge.  However, with the military under public view, increased importance has been placed on the seven Army values.


 


As leaders, personal courage must always be shown both physically and morally.  If a leader displays physical fear at a challenge, the apprehension will be detected by the led.  This, in turn, may cause them fear and a lack of willingness to follow.


 


Moral courage must also be maintained.  Making the hard right decision over the easy wrong decision will display integrity and courage to troops.  By knowing that their leader is making strong and solid decisions, troops will be more apt to confidently follow and have higher levels of motivation and unit pride.


 


A famous Union General in the book Killer Angels by Mike Sharaaka stated, "To be a good soldier, you must love the Army.  But to be a good officer, you must be willing to order the death of the thing you love."  Although this quote was made during the Civil War, a leader can not ask his or her troops to follow in a current war situation or deployment without having personal courage, both physical and moral.
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