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Honor of America





By October 1781, after more than six years of war Washington had cornered Lord Cornwallis and his army at Yorktown, Virginia, these British troops had not faced American troops since they had been trained and drilled by Baron Von Steuben.  Among the British, Americans had the reputation of not being good soldiers, running in battle, and disobeying orders.





	Colonel Alexander Hamilton had been on Washington’s staff during the war, but now he had a field command.  To show the British what kind of troops they faced, when he marched into the siege line, 1,000 yards from British artillery, he first directed his troops on top of the parapet in full view of the British in their fortifications.  He then drilled the Americans through the entire manual of arms.  The British didn’t fire a shot, just watched.


	


	Hamilton was saying to the enemy you are no longer facing farmers, shopkeepers, and conscripts.  By god these are brave disciplined soldiers who take orders, and are here because they want the honor to serve.


	


	In retrospect it could have been a foolhardy move if the British had opened fire, but it turned out well and the British took the point.  The honor of America was now defended by professional American troops.





Dr. Lynn L. Sims


Staff Ride Notes for Yorktown
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Loyalty


Duty


Respect


Selfless Service


Honor 


Integrity       Personal Courage
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