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The following story illustrates the loyalty of a commander to his men, and his troops' loyalty to their commander.  Even in the face of death, General "Stonewall" Jackson remained faithful to the First Brigade.





THE WAR MACHINE





To his classmates at West Point, he was "Old Jack."  To General Robert E. Lee, he was "Old Blue Light" until the first battle of Bull Run.  Then, one of the Confederate soldiers observed their commander standing bravely in the heat of the fray, looking very much...like a stone wall.





That was General Thomas J. Jackson.  "Stonewall" Jackson. In the War Between the States, his brigade - the First Brigade – was perhaps the Confederacy's most devastating war machine. He trained his men to precision; he conditioned them to the height of responsiveness; he transformed their numbers into a cohesive organization, virtually unconquerable instrument of war.  For the men who served under "Stonewall" Jackson, obedience was a key concept.  Discipline a way of life.  Still, the General loved his men, and the men loved their General. The images of the leader and the led blurred, fused.  "Stonewall" Jackson and the First Brigade became an unbeatable package deal, the dread of the Union Army.
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